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ALOHA FROM HAWAT I...

Dear Pacific Islands Friends ,

Hau'oli Makahiki Hou
(Happy New Year)! As we
begin a new year, we want
to pass along warm wishes
to you all! Winter is a busy
time of year for us ...since
it is cold in most parts of
the country and Hawai'i
and the Pacific islands re-
mains temperate yearlong.
Summers range in the mid
80s while winters average
in the high 70s to low 80s.

This month we are happy
to welcome the Oakland
Museum History Guild to
our PII family of group
travelers. The History
Guild chose PII as its
travel coordinator to pro-
vide a custom program for
their members on the his-
tory and culture of Hawai'i.
Dr. Paul Christiaan
Klieger, former kama'aina
(local) and Bishop Museum

cultural an-
thropologist and Senior
Curator of the Oakland
Museum History Depart-
ment, is the group’s pri-
mary expert guide. Joining
them as their local group
leader is our own Gordon
Pitianai‘a, former Captain
of the Hokule'a and Hawai-
ian and Geography expert.
What a privilege to travel
with these great resources!

researcher,

This brings me to recogniz-
ing all the wonderful peo-
ple that we work with...A
big MAHALO to all of our
group leaders, lecturers
and expert guides, and our
vendors for all your support
in our educational tours.
PIT couldn’t do it without
you! And to our office
team behind the scenes -
Leslie, Kat, Sarah, Mich-
ele, John and Karen

thank you for all your hard
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work!

Finally — there is still
time to sign up for the
2008 Festival of Pacific
Arts in American Samoa
in July. dJoin me, my
daughter-Paige, and Amy
Taniguchi. If you are in-
terested, please contact
our office.

Aloha,
Andrew Lockwood

President

If you no longer wish to recerve
this newsletter, please contact our
office at info@pac-island.com to
unsubscribe or call us at 808-752-
1999.
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WHAT’S NEW?

One of the latest travel
trends is “Togethering”’- va-
cationing with one’s family
or friends. Pacific Islands
Institute has been providing
intergenerational and multi-
generational programs in
Hawai'i for years and they
are becoming increasingly
popular.

Our HPU Elderhostel Int-
ergenerational programs
(more information in the
Featured Programs article
p.2), are intended for
grandparents to travel,
share and bond with their
grandchildren; yet more
recently, we are seeing
three generations traveling

together on these pro-
grams.

It’s the quality time to-
gether as a family unit
while learning and travel-
ing that leaves you with
unforgettable memories.
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DID YOU KNOW?

Many have asked “do we need travel
insurance?” PII generally recom-
mends buying travel insurance to
cover any unforeseen situations that
may cover you against financial loss
when you travel.

Like any insurance, travel insurance
offers peace of mind when planning a
trip and when traveling.

There are different features: From
Trip Cancellation/Interruption cover-
age to International Medical Insur-
ance to Emergency Medical or even
Cancel for any Reason Insurance.

It is up to you to choose and ensure
you are adequately covered for your
specific trip and travel needs.

It's best to check with your travel
insurance provider regarding the de-
tails, as travel coverage policies vary
widely.

When deciding on travel insur-
ance, consider the following:

® Do you have the financial re-
sources to pay for most of your trip all
over again? If not, consider some in-

surance to protect yourself.

® (Check with your credit card
company and health insurance for
coverage, as some insure travelers,
but it may not be adequate.

® (Compare rates and read the
fine print.

® Know the limits for pre-existing
conditions for medical coverage .

® Seriously consider travel insur-
ance for longer, more expensive
trips and international travel.

Meet the PII Family »ooooo:

This time, we are pleased to intro-
duce one of our expert Group Lead-
Rose Meece. Rose has been
leading PIT’s
Elderhostel
groups since 1999.

ers,

We keep Rose
busy during the
winter months as
she often leads
back-to-back pro-
grams for us—

group leading an inter-island cruise
program (#11513) to a Maui Whales
(#12140) to our O'ahu/Kona Snorkel-
ing program (#10911).

Her group members love her. Just in
her program, they were saying “Rose
is a Goddess-fun, warm, knowledge-
able, a great asset...the BEST...A+...
a marvelous group leader...went out
of her way to make this a wonderful
experience”. Often these “strangers-
turned-friends” will return to Hawai'i

and repeat programs that she leads.

A chef/caterer in a former life, Rose
enjoys travel and visiting her friends
and family across the U.S. She is a
volunteer at the Hanauma Bay Na-
ture Preserve and has taught English
to young students in Japan.

A genuine people-person, Rose has
one of the biggest hearts, a generous
soul and exudes aloha spirit. Thank
you Rose for being you!

PIT is offering two Intergenerational
Programs in the summer of 2008 with
Elderhostel: Choose a cruise around
the Hawaiian Islands: “Submarines,
Volcanoes & Tropical Forests: Int-
ergenerational Hawai'i” #
12426AU) Or visit O’ahu and Kona on
a “Hawaiian Water Adventure: An
Intergenerational Marine Explora-
tion” #4827AU).

Both programs will give you and your
grandchild an unforgettable learning
adventure as together you explore

Hawai'i’s underwater world in a real
passenger submarine, learn to surf,
and explore Hawaiian culture and tra-
ditional activities. Exact program ac-
tivities (snorkeling, private la‘au with
a local family, etc.) vary depending on
the program you choose.)

There 1s also a Holiday Program in
December 2008. Aboard an inter-
island cruise ship #11513AU), this
special trip is for families to travel
together over the holidays and learn
about Hawai'i’s culture and landscape.

Visit www.elderhostel.org for more
information or to register. Or, you
may call our office for details.
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